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Surrey County Council’s mapped Archaeological Areas are used to inform planning 
related considerations. They identify areas where related planning applications will 
require consultation with the archaeological officers within the Historic Environment 
Planning Team. This document outlines the key criteria and methodology used in the 
selection of these areas and should be used as a supporting document alongside the 
mapped areas.  
 
 

Background 

National Planning Policy requires planning authorities to consider ‘non-designated Heritage 
Assets’ in deciding an application. All archaeological remains can be considered to fall 
under this criteria, therefore Surrey County Council have adopted clear policies to identify 
known or potential archaeology which are likely to require additional planning 
considerations. 
 
Archaeological Policies 
Surrey County Council’s Historic Environment Planning Team provide advice on the basis of 
two key archaeological policies.  

1. developments within pre-designated areas of sensitivity – County Sites of 
Archaeological Importance (CSAIs) and Areas of High Archaeological 
Potential (AHAPs).  

2. developments involving areas over a pre-specified size - 0.4ha.  
Planning applications which fall into either of these two criteria will be flagged for 
consultation with the archaeological planning officers who will provide advice accordingly.  
These policies have been successfully used in Surrey since 1990 and are reflected in the 
Local Plans of the 12 planning authorities across Surrey. 
 
Mapped Archaeological Areas 
There are two formal categories of archaeological sites involved in the mechanism for 
administering this policy. The first category of sites are County Sites of Archaeological 
Importance1 (CSAI) - sites where there is a proven archaeological presence and where that 
archaeology is known to be of a standard and quality to require a definite presumption in 
favour of preservation in-situ.  
 
The second category of sites are Areas of High Archaeological Potential1 (AHAP) – 
defined zones which have been examined by the County Archaeologist and determined to 
likely contain good evidence for the existence of archaeological remains. The determination 
is largely based upon information in the County H
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Scheduled Monument (Related) 
 
Definition: 
A Scheduled Monument is a Heritage Asset of recognised National Significance that is 
legally protected under the terms and conditions of the 1979 Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act. 
 
Supporting Information: 
Scheduled Monuments are designated by the Secretary of State for Culture Media and 
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Selection Methodology and Criteria 

 

Part 1: Table of Assessment  
 

Section 1: Initial Assessment Evidential Value 

 

Archaeology Definitely Present on a site (HER/Other ref) Designation possible – proceed to 
Section 2 

Archaeology Suspected on a site – Define Reasoning Designation may be appropriate – 
proceed to Section 2 

Archaeology Partially Damaged (Estimated <10% loss) Designation appropriate – proceed 
to Section 2 

Archaeology Partially Damaged (Estimated 10-50% loss) Assess but Discuss – Designation 
may be achievable 

Archaeology Partially Damaged (Estimated >50% loss) Assess but Discuss 
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Section 2: Assessment of Significance Evidential Value 
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Section 2: Assessment of Significance Evidential Value 

Archaeological Evidence Single or 
Fragmentary 
Piece of 
Evidence 

Multiple 
Evidence* 

20th Century - technical/industrial site (other) Negligible Low 

20th Century - cultural/political/artistic/literary Moderate/ 
High 

High/ 
Very High 

20th Century - WWI related/Military 1900-1920 Low/ 
Moderate 

High/ 
Very High 

20th Century - Military 1920-1945/WWII related Low/ 
Moderate 

Moderate/ 
High 

20th Century – WWII – result of enemy action (eg. aircraft 
crash sites) 

High 

20th Century - Cold War Low/ 
Moderate 

Moderate 

 

Section 3: Contrary or Supporting Considerations.  

 Value 

Location Information poor/indeterminate Designation might not be 
achievable 

Original Source unreliable/requires investigation Designation might not be 
achievable 

Repeated negative archaeological interventions Yes/No 

Map evidence correlation Yes / No / Unclear 

Aerial photographic or LiDAR correlation Yes / No / Unclear 

Relevant historic written source material Yes / No / Unclear 
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For further information please refer to; 

Historic Environment Planning Team 

Surrey County Council 

Quadrant Court, 

35 Guildford Road, 

Woking, 

GU22 7QQ 

Email: Heritageconsultations@surreycc.gov.uk 

mailto:Heritageconsultations@surreycc.gov.uk

