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MR EDWARDS: Well, as it states, one day we, we drove an, drove the ambulance, the 

following day we, we attended.  So it was, there were two of us driver 

attendants.  On this particular night I was the driver, so … 

MR SANDERS QC: And as driver attendants did you have a, what we might now call a 

paramedic function? 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, loosely.  We weren’t trained in those days to the standard that 

they’re trained today, for sure.  It was more a very basic training.  It 

was a six week course which included driver training.  So it wasn’t as 

intense as today.   

MR SANDERS QC: So it was advanced first aid, but not … 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, it was advanced first aid but not … I mean, we couldn’t do 

things that when I left some years later that I was doing, but we 

couldn’t do it in those days.   

MR SANDERS QC: No, and could you just tell us.  You joined, I think, October 1971, the 

ambulance service?   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, I joined Surrey Ambulance Service, October 1971.  I continued 
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MR EDWARDS: No, not far at all.  I would think probably five to 700 yards, as the 

crow flies.   

MR SANDERS QC: So very close?   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: Thank you.  And I’d just like to ask you if you can help with some 

general questions about the capacity of Surrey Ambulance Service at 

the time.  So I understand there were four ambulance stations in the 

Guildford area? 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah.  Surrey was split into four divisions, Guildford, Redhill, 

Banstead and Chertsey.  Each of those divisions had a main station at 

Guildford, Banstead, Redhill and Chertsey, and attached to those were 

four substations.  In the Guildford division it was Godalming, 

Haslemere, Farnham and Cranleigh.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right, and so did the other divisions have similar subdivisions as 

well?   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, yeah.  Each of them had four stations attached to the main 

station.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right, and we see references to the different call signs.  So you might 

see Chertsey 1 and Banstead 2.   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: But we also see Knaphill.  What was Knaphill?   
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MR EDWARDS: Knaphill was just outside Guildford, but it was attached to the 

Chertsey area and not Guildford.   

MR SANDERS QC: So was Knaphill a subdivision of the Chertsey area, or …? 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, they, there was, yeah, Knaphill was a fairly new station that had 

been built to replace one here in Woking.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right. 

MR EDWARDS: So Woking closed and Knaphill opened.   

MR SANDERS QC: I see.  And it’s not meant to be a memory test …  

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: … but if you can help with this, do you know how many ambulances 

were at each, were in each division? 

MR EDWARDS: At the time of the explosion? 

MR SANDERS QC: Yes, in ’74. 

MR EDWARDS: Well each, each station had one 24-hour vehicle.  The main stations 

would have, at that time in the evening, there were two.  They worked 

from seven in the morning till 11 at night, on a two shift seven to 

three, three to 11 basis.  And then Guildford … do you want to know 

how many were available at the time, or generally?   

MR SANDERS QC: Well, at the time, and if it’s different, you can explain both.   

MR EDWARDS: No, that, that would be, that would have been it.  So each, so there 

were 20 stations in Surrey, each would have had one 24-hour vehicle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

11 

available at that time, and four of them, four of them at the main 

stations would have, would have had a 16-hour vehicle, so that, that 

would have been available until 11 at night.  The only exception was 

Gatwick, which came under the Redhill Division, and because of the 

airport commitment they had two 24-hour vehicles stationed there. 

MR SANDERS QC: 
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MR EDWARDS: It’s funny the things you remember, yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: And each ambulance had a two-man crew, a driver and an attendant?   

MR EDWARDS: Yes. 

MR SANDERS QC: And what equipment did you have on board the ambulances? 

MR EDWARDS: The Leyland FG had two trolley stretchers in the back which could be 
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we didn’t have on general ambulances in those days.  There was no, 

once you left the ambulance you were on your own, no mobile 

phones, no walkie-talkies or anything like that.   

MR SANDERS QC: But there was a radio in the ambulance that you could use? 

MR EDWARDS: There was a fixed, a fixed radio in the ambulance, yeah.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right.  And on the night in question, the chief, the Area Chief 

Ambulance Officer was Eddie BATES.   

MR EDWARDS: That’s correct. 

MR SANDERS QC: And do you, you remember him? 

MR EDWARDS: I do. 

MR SANDERS QC: Right.  And he produced a report which I think you have seen, and I 

don’t necessarily need to put it up on the screen. 

MR EDWARDS:  Yes, I have. 

MR SANDERS QC: But he talks about the Ambulance Service Major Incident Plan had an 

initial action which was to deploy five ambulances, one control 

vehicle and one equipment vehicle to the scene. 

MR EDWARDS: That’s correct. 

MR SANDERS QC: 
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MR SANDERS QC: Yeah, I’m not sure.  So five ambulances and then one control vehicle 

and one equipment vehicle. 

MR EDWARDS: No, it was, it was the same.   

MR SANDERS QC: They were the same things? 

MR EDWARDS: There was a control and equipment vehicle … 

MR SANDERS QC: Control and equipment. 

MR EDWARDS: … was, was one vehicle.  Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: It may be that that … 

MR EDWARDS: One in the same.   

MR SANDERS QC: … may be a misreading of that text.  

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: And so, and then there was also an initial action which was to deploy 

another ambulance and a control and equipment vehicle to the 

designated hospital. 

MR EDWARDS: Hospital, yes, that’s correct.   

MR SANDERS QC: Could you help with what the designated hospital was?  I mean, it 

might change, but what was the role of the designated hospital?   

MR EDWARDS: Well it was the nearest hospital to the incident that had an accident 

and emergency unit.  In this case it was obviously the Royal Surrey 

County Hospital, which, it was in Farnham Road.  It’s not where it is 

today.  So that would have been where the second control vehicle was 
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sent.  And normally the ambulance from that particular station, I think 

it was probably Chertsey, I think, that sent the control and equipment 
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MR SANDERS QC: And so they were in the 24-hour vehicle.  Do you know who would 

have taken the control and equipment vehicle from Guildford to the, to 

the scene?   

MR EDWARDS: Well they both went in that vehicle.  I don’t know why that was, but 

Dave BARNETT drove it and Clive MORRIS was with him.  Now 

why that happened, I, I don’t know.  Normally what would have 

happened is Clive would have either taken the ambulance so that we 

had, you know, another vehicle there, but I don’t know what, what, 

the reason that he didn’t do that. 

MR SANDERS QC: Oh, so the 24-hour ambulance stayed behind at the station?   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, it wasn’t used, yeah.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right, and then from, tell me if you recognise any of these names 
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MR SANDERS QC: Right, and then Chertsey 2 was Maureen OSBORNE and Philip 

WHITE? 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah, I remember Maureen, but not Philip. 

MR SANDERS QC: And Camberley 1 was Richard GRIFFITHS and Richard STYLES? 

MR EDWARDS: Oh, Nobby STYLES, yeah, I remember, I remember, yeah, STYLES, 

for sure.  Yeah.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right.  Just before we, we turn to the events in question and the 

bombing itself, what, could you just tell me generally, what was 

Saturday nights like in Guildford, were they busy?   

MR EDWARDS: Yeah.  Normally on a late shift on that particular, what was then 

Guildford 2, you could normally guarantee we would get somewhere 

in the region, in an eight hour shift, at least eight, possibly nine 999 

calls.  So it was a busy … because they didn’t, they didn’t alternate 

the calls between … if a call came in and that vehicle was available 

we did it.  They didn’t use the station officer’s vehicle unless they 

absolutely had to, if there was nobody else, because obviously he, his 

job was to run the division 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  So he 

was left, left alone to do that, unless there was no other alternative, 

that they had to use him.  So any calls that came in, in the Guildford 

area, or wherever we were, then we would do it on that vehicle.   

MR SANDERS QC: And so the station officer’s vehicle would be the 24-hour ambulance? 
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MR EDWARDS: Yeah, it would be, yeah.  Obviously after 11 o’clock … 

MR SANDERS QC: And … 

MR EDWARDS: … sorry, after 11 o’clock at night it then became the only vehicle 

available, so whatever came in he would have to do.  But up until 11, 

if there was an alternative, they would use the alternative and not the 

station officer’s vehicle.   

MR SANDERS QC: And what were your typical call-outs at that time?   

MR EDWARDS: To be honest, anything.  Guildford, as is today, I would imagine, it 

was, you know, it’s a big area, and you get, there’s, you know, all 

sorts of estates, and the town centre is lively.  We would get just 

anything from falls to whatever came in.  It was, it was varied.  That, 

that’s why, why I liked working Guildford, you never knew what was 

going to happen, or when.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right.  And in Guildford town centre there were obviously a lot of 

pubs.  Was it your understanding that some of them were, quote-

unquote, army pubs?   

MR EDWARDS: Not particularly, no.  I mean, I didn’t live in Guildford in those days 

so I didn’t, apart from working it, I didn’t frequent the pubs in 

Guildford.  We tended to get lots of calls to pubs, but normally they 

were outside pubs where people had either, I mean obviously drink 

and whatever, and then come out, and when the cold air or whatever 
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hits you, that’s when you fall over and trip off curbs and start fights, 

or whatever.  I, so we didn’t normally go into pubs for, but we did 

attend a lot of pubs.  But I didn’t really know any that were 

particularly frequented by the army.   

MR SANDERS QC: Right.  Had you ever been in the Horse and Groom?   

MR EDWARDS: No. 

MR SANDERS QC: No.  And so the night of the bombings …  

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: … you are in, you’re, when you get the call you are in the station?   

MR EDWARDS: We were, yeah.   

MR SANDERS QC: Had you already had call-outs on that shift by that time?   

MR EDWARDS: Oh, yeah, yeah, we’d been pretty busy since three o’clock, but, I 

mean, if you were to ask me to what, I couldn’t tell you.   

MR SANDERS QC: No, no, that’s perfectly understandable.  You say in your statement 

that it was approximately 8.50 … 

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: … a call comes in, a report of an explosion, and that came in on the 

teleprinter?   

MR EDWARDS: Yes. 

MR SANDERS QC: Where would that message have come from? 

MR EDWARDS: To alert us? 
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MR SANDERS QC: Yes. 

MR EDWARDS: It would have come from ambulance control at Banstead.   

MR SANDERS QC: At Banstead.    

MR EDWARDS: Yeah. 

MR SANDERS QC: And so if someone dialled 999 and said they wanted the ambulance 

service, would they have then been connected with Banstead?  

MR EDWARDS: Yes. 

MR SANDERS QC: And then it would have been farmed out to the relevant division? 

MR EDWARDS: Correct, yeah.   

MR SANDERS QC: And were you, did you get any more details about what the explosions 

was suspected of, the cause being?   

MR EDWARDS: Not at all, no.  No, it came over as, as obviously to attend the Horse 

and Groom in North Street, where there were. I think it actually did 

say on the teleprinter slip, although I couldn’t, there was reports of an 
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