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Introduction

| shall now sebut the findings of fact and conclusiorishave reachedt the end othe
resumed inquests into the deaths of the five young people kiyjldte Provisional IRAN
the Guildford Pub Bombings odaturday % October 1974 As is well known, wo
Guildford






organisationsin the event, Surrey Police made more than 10,000 documents available

the inquestsresponded to countless questions pravided regul



unwilling to assist and could not be compelteddo sobecause she livesutside the

jurisdiction
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the place to go foyoung recruits wishing to socialise witheir counterpartsincluding
those of theopposite sexandhelpsto explain why the town centre and some of its pubs

were so popular witljoung soldiers

In order to establish the timings of various critical eveints, helpful to knowthat the

following were all






Platoon”. The second statement was provided by Ann’s sister, Cassandra
Hamilton, who was only two years old when Ann died. Despite MgsHamilton

hasfond memories of being rddo by Ann, and for yeaedter her deatshe heard



4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

The Provisional IRA bombing campaignin England 19731975

As already mentioned, | have not investigatealitentities of the individuals responsible
for the Guildford Pub Bombingsutthere has never been any real doubt that the attacks

were the work of the ProvisionHRA.

In order to set the scene at the start of the inquest hedradysitted into evidence under
rule 24 of the Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2@i8 following finding of Sir John May’s
Inquiry into the Circumstances Surrounding the Convictions Arising out of the Bomb
Attacks in Guildford and Woolwich in 1974 (Final Reportdated 38 June 1993 (HC44)
paragraph 14.1)

The Guildford Pub Bombings were the first in a new wave of Provisional IRA
attacks in England.

None of the interested persamigiected tdhe admission dahis finding | did not hear and
have not seeany contradictoryevidenceand itwasendorsedy theindependenexpert
historian appointed by m® give live evidence at the hearingghomasHennessey,

Professonf Modern British and Irish History at Canterbury Christchurch University

Professor Henness@yepared a repodated 18 June 2022n the political and historical
background to the Northern Ireland Troubles ,aimd particular,the Provisional IRA
bombing campaigim Englandfrom August1973to January 1. His reportincludeda
lengthy chronology of attacks in London and the South agsther withmore notable
attacks elsewher@ Englandduring thisperiod (With one possible and minor exception,
there were no attacks in Scotland or Waldthoughthere were attacks agairermed
forcesbases in GermanyIn his oral evidencen 20" June 2022Professor Hennessey
agreed that ther@asa lull in the mainlandbombingcampaignaroundSeptember 1974

and thathe Guildford Pub Bombingsere the first in amewwave

Professor Hennessey survey political and historical backgrourid the Northern
Ireland Troublesncluding the unification of theKingdoms of England(subsequently
Great Britain)and Irelandby the Acts of Unionof 180Q the Easter Risingpf 1916and
Irish War of Independencef 19191921 and the subsequent partition of the island of
Ireland undethe Government of Ireland A@®20and Anglelrish Treatyof 1921
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4.6

4.7

Partition resulted in the creation of tveonstitutionalentities in the south, anajority
Catholicstate in the form of thieish Free Statevithin theCommonwealtland, from 1948,
the independent Republic of Irelgraihd in the norththe majority Protestanprovince of
Northern Irelandwithin the United Kingdom. Professor Hennesseyplained that
Northern Ireland comprised six of the nine countiesUtdter (selectedto ensure a
permanenProtestantinionist majority, it was governed by the Ulster Unioni&srtyfrom
19211972 and was “inherently unstable” by reason of its significant Catholic nationalist

minority who were mostly in favour ofrish independence.

This was the backdroj theNorthern Ireland Troubleghose early stages unfolded as

follows: in 1968,Catholic nationalist demonstratioabout discrimination and civil rights

led to Protestant unionist countdemonstrations which led to communal violeaoe a

police crackdown according to Professor Hennessey, the Troubles are g8866 11766 5
consideed to have begun on"SOctober 1968 when the Royal Ulster Constabulary
violently dispersed alargely Catholic Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association
demonstration in Derry / Londonderiy; 1969,British troops were deployed to Northern

Ireland
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4.9

paramilitary violence an@rofessor Hennessexplainedthat this evolved andscalated

over timein the hope that it would eventuallgach a point where it becaratective.

As a further step in this escalatiomet Provisional IRAArmy Council authorised

paramilitary activity on theGreat Britainmainland

12



(5) so far as militarytargets it is notable that the Provisional IREunched a
“opportunistic” dynamite attack againsg Royal Household Cavalrgamp at
Pirbright on 1% September 183 (without causing any injuries) and waser
responsible for thenuch more seriouattack against a coach carrying military

personnel antheir
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5.2

5.3

asked about the possible significance of this, | have no reason to think this was

relevant or made an attack more likely or foezdde.

The Horse and GroomPublic House

The Horse and Groowas aCourageBrewely pub locatedat theeastern end of North
Streeton its upperandnorthern sidepppositethe Old Cloth Hall andhe public library.
Viewing thefront of thepubfrom the pavementvith the road behindherewasa covered
passag®r car portadjacentto its left sideor westernsidewall - this had a sign above
indicating that it ledo a(Quaker) “Friends Meeting Hou8ebehind the pubThere were
also two bus sheltersutside the pub: e further westalongNorth Streeta few metres
beyond the covered passagrd another immediately front of the pub to the right atis

front entrance

In keeping with its namehé pubs interior décorhada looseequestriarthemewith the
ground floor public area sutlividedby a number ofloor-to-ceiling partitionsresembling
the sides oorse stalls in a traditional stalbllock Thesepartitionshadtongue and groove

lower halvesand metal ailings above

On entering the pulthrough the front doothere were two small lengths pértition on

either side and, beyond thefge main saloorwas set out as follows

(1) on theimmediateright - there wasa fruit machine andhen asmall atove or
annexe aregeading to the gest lavatoriesand with windows looking out onto
North Street
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54

(4)  straight ahead and to the ldfgyond the first alcove amapposite thenain length
of the bar - there wasa larger windowlessC shapedilcoveformed of first, the
reverse side of theartition already mentionedecondlythe lefthandor western
sidewall of the pub angthirdly, aninternalwall running perpendicular from &l
side wallback into the salooparallelwith the front wall- | shall refer to this area

as “the main alcove”;

(5) on the far left, beyondnd behindhemain alcove there were doors leadingtioe
ladies’ lavatoriesandsomestairs which leddown into the basement cellar.

The bomb exploded in the main alcaued it is important to understatite construction

and layoubf this aredn a little more detail

(1)  the original pub building had been extended and reinforced with columns and
beams at various points in its histottye fiirst alcove sahsideasinglestoreyfront
extensiorunderneatta flat-roof and railedbalcony and thewesteramost edge of
themain alcove partly occupieaafurtherbrick extension to the lefthand side wall

of the pub- adjacent to the covered passagjeady mentioned

(2)  dthough not much more than a metre deep, titis-axtensionencroached west
into and so narrowethe coveredpassageand had acarpetedconcrete floor

incorporatingtwo manrhole coversllowing access to thpub’s drains

(3) save for thenarrowstrip of the main alcove housewdithin the side-extension the
remainder ofts floor was constructed afarpetedvooden floor boardabovethe

basement cellar

(4) running from left to rightand west to east, thaepper internalwall of the main

alcovecomprisedon the lefta short strip

15



5.6

walls ofthe first alcove; and a thresded C shaped bench seat running cowtltakwise
aroundthe main alcove from the chimney bredstvards and thedown the lefthand(or
western wall of the sde-extension andhen backalong thestablestyle partitiondividing
the two alcoves.

| find thatboth alcove
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6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

According towritten evidencd heard,Ann and Carolinevent shopping inGuildford
during the day on Saturday' ®ctober 1974and bought train tickets for the following
weekendwhen it appears th&tPlatoonwereto begiven an exeatllowing them to travel
home to visitheir families Thatevening, Ann and Carolingent back into town by taxi
together with Janet Oliver and Isabella Pribeyarrived at thédorse and Groorat about
8.00pm.

Ann haddark hair andwaswearinga blue woollen dress, pink underwear, brown tights,
and two rngs. Carolindadfairerhair andvas wearing a grey denim jacket, black woollen

sweater, redlgrt and brown check pants with brown tights.

At the pub Ann, Caroline Janet and Isabeljgineda fellow 3 Platoomecruit CarolBurns
(later Wordsworthnow deceasedp celebratder 19" birthdaytogethemwith her parents
Robert and Eileerandtheir family friend, PaulCraig As | have already mentioned, i
would have been Paul’s 22" birthday the following daynd the evening was to be a joint
celebration for him and CardPaulhad driven Carol’s parents from Borehamwoodo QEB

in his white Ford Cortinwheretheypickedup Caroland another 3 Platoon recraround
6.45pm. The other recruit was Sheila (or “Sammie”) Parrotte (later Higham, now

deceased)The group arrived at the Horse and Groom arouridpim andlocated

themselves in the upper corner of the main alcove around a table to the left of the fireplace.

Paul
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6.7

6.8

Billy had shortarmy-stylefair hair andwas dressed in gports jacket, a white sweater, a
white open neck shirtvhite trouserand platform shoedohnhad shorarmy-style dark
hair andwas wearing &ed, black and white check sports jackeblack cardigan with red
piping, ashirtandblack trousersUnderneath his clothingphnhada largesurgical plaster

or dressing arounkis chestapparently related to a back complaint

By the timeall five of the deceasedand their companiongere inside the Horse and

Groom
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(2) CarolBurnswason the bench seakarest the fireplacend Paul was next to her
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confirming thatVir Rehill had
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which variedas tomatters of fine detail, buhey all spoke of a loud bang and brifash
emanating from thenainalcove followed bydarknessdust, panic, chaos and confusion.
A number ofwitnesses in the main alcove also described a feeling of electrocution which

could not have been caused by the blast and which | find was likely to have been the result
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3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

circuit was activated by amall electremechanical timerin other words, the
device was a timbombset to go off afteaperiod of delayand it would havéeen

relativelyquiet and not ticking loudly

chemicaltests fomitroglycerine nitrobenzenandcyclotrimethylene trinitramine
indicatal the presence ofritroglycerire-basedcigh explosivelikely to have been
industrially-producedand the degree of damagausedndicatedthe quantity of
this to have beeapproximatelylOlbs or 4% kilograms- a significant quantity of
high-poweredexplosivesequivalento aboutl8 sticksof dynamite

the absence of any shrapoe surviving fragments of container indicated ttieet
bombwas notheldin a metal container gracked with bolts, nails or other debris
and was likely to have been carried in a small to medizml bag or daysaglor
as a parceimeaning itwas likely to have beemon-descript

upon detonatiorthe explosivesubstancevithin the bomhunderwent an extremely
rapid chemical reaction thatstantaneously convertédfrom a compressed solid
into a much larger volume ofjas whichblased outwards ina 360 degree
shockwave travellingn all directionsfaster than the speed of soumdl very high
heatandwith immense, unstoppable foraé@siagitld have been experienced as
a very loud bang accompanied bjlash of flame and lightnd would hag been

extremelytraumatic and disorienting
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wall and the fireplace was also blown into the ladies’
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7.6

7.7

7.8

7.9

3 most of the wooden furnitutia the pubwas obliteratedthe partitionbetwea the
two alcoves was blown outhe front wall of the pubwas badly cracked and
displaced outwards, thieont door and ground floowindows were blown out,
several coping stondell from theflat roof above the first alcovehe railingsover
the missingsectionwere bent downwardghe flat roof itself was notedby
Christopher Shawa( Senior Assistant Engineer with the Brough Courtoilpe
“hanging on to the wall by its fingertips” and there was extensive damage
throughoutthe saloonandtheladies’ lavatoriesand everto the chimneystacks

In fact, LesleyDoxie, Chief Building Control Officer for the GuildforBorough Council
at the time, attended the scene and formed the impression that the pub was in imminent
danger of collapsé his viewwas shared bgne of hiscolleagus, Mr Shaw who attended
the scene shortly after the explosion and from whom | was fortunate to hear oral evidence.

Mr Shaw confirmed that the pub building itself wessy oldand | take judicial noticefo

the detailgpublished in connection with its later designatsna Grade 1l Listed Building
which indicatethat it was built in the 17 century and extended in the18entury. Mr
Shaw told me theas nothing whiclmeobservedo suggest thahe exent of he damage
was due tany particular defestin the constructiorof the building In fact, Mr Lidstone
concluded that one of the past changbg addition of pillararoundand concealed strong
steel joistsaabovethe alcove areashad greatly sengthened the structuod the building

and may have saved it from total collaps®l avoided the disastrous consequences this

would have had for those inside aheir rescuers

At the same time, Mrs Hills explained that the displacement défreandwesernside
wall of the sideextension which resulted from the bomb’s positionadjacent to that wall
coupled withthe relative strengths of the blast and the wall itsallowed significant
pressurefrom the shock wavéo escapeoutside and therebyvented the interior and
mitigatedthe extent of the damagdthin. Had the wall been stronger or the bomb been
differently positioned, this might not have happened andftilets of the explosioimside
might have beebettercontainedout therebyamplified

As already indicated, | find that the bomb was planted in the pub by Provisional IRA

terrorists some time between 5.30pm when the pub reopened for the evening and 8.50pm
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when the explosion occurredam satisfied from the totality of thevidence that the bomb

was probably planted by a young naard womaroften referred to as a “courting couple”.

This couplewere seen in the main alcove on the bench seat above where the bomb was
planted andvere not identified and traced in the early paftthe police investigation.
Theiridentities fall outside the scope of these inquestsaaadinlikelyeverto be known

and | have not attempted to establish their descriptions or movements in any further detail.

The aftermath

By virtue of the clos@roximity to the Horse and Groom tife Guildford Ambulance and
Fire Stations and varioymlice patrolsalreadybeingpresentn the areathe emergency

servicesvereall onthe scene very quickly

(1) WPCs
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8.4

8.5

people were injured in th@uildford Pub Bombings (52itheHorse and Groorand 10
at the Seven Stagrandthe RSCH received 53 patients the night(including Billy),
admitted 16 as inpatients (also including Billy) and transferred 26 to military

establishments

| recognise that, in such circumstances, it is unlikely that everyone involved wilhhdve
entirely clear, let alone consistent, recollections at the time and even less likely that they
will do so now Bearing this in mind, have maddindings of fact vihere the evidence

allows me to do seafely on the balance of probabilities

As | have already mentionetthe explosion caused the floor in the main alcove in front of

the fireplace to collapséeavingalargeholedowninto the basement cellar balo
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3

Daviesrecalled efforts to put a tourniquet Billy’s legand thathiswas extremely
difficult due to himthrashing aroundBilly later lapsed into unconsciousness
following administration of Omnoporbut hisleg tissue was so badly disrupted
that it wasstill difficult to stop the bleedingrogether with Consultant Surgeon,
Richard Notley, Dr Terreblanche, Mr Snell and possibly others, Mr Wd3soes
attempted to treat Billy famore than an houA splint was applied to his le@rge
guantities of fluid @extrose saline, plasma and Dextran) were administered
intravenouslyto increase his blood volume, an endotracheal tube was inaeded
an electracardiogramwas set up. However, at some pdaiity went into cardiac
arrestUnsuccessfuéfforts to resuscitate him ensued, including by way of cardiac
massagehut he was eantually declaredead by MiNotley at 10.50pmProfessor
Mant's post motem reportconfirmed the injuriegust mentioned andlso little
oedema of the brain, bruised lungs, a ruptured spleen and internal bleeding.
Professor Mant concluded that Billy’s injuries were consistent with the bomb

having exploded to his left.

Ann

Professor Maris report showed thafnn haddeep lacerations across her right and
left thighs, avulsion of the calf muscles in her right \egious fractures, bruising
andhaemorrhagingcrush injuriedo her chest anoh her lungsa ruptured spleen
and internal bleedingderinjuries were consistent with thmbhavingexploded
beneathwhere she was sitting artd her left. PC Queendescribé seeing a
apparently deademale with badly injured but intactlegs and wearing pink
underweain the basemenihis must have been AnHowever,FiremanAndrew
Saunders saitle helpeda young lady in thébasementvho was wearing a blue
jumper and pink underweé#o sit up and that aurse with a stethoscogalmost
certainly Jennifer Austin (now Wabpelistered to her chest and indicateghere
weresome sigaof life. This mustalsohave been AnrAccordingly, and based on
the time Mr Saunders and Ms Austin arrivedind that Ann survived for 145
minutes after the explosion. However, it also appears from the evidence that PC
Spindlove and ambulanaiiver / attendanDennis Lyons helped lift or pass Ann
out of the basement on a stretcher drat she had diedy the timethey did so.

From their arrival timesgcoupled with the fact that Mr Lyons and his colleague
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(4)

Michael Lawrence had arrived at RSCH with Ann’s body in their ambulance
before the incident officer, James Adams, arrived there around 9.1 Tipimk it
more likely than not thaann diedin the basement cellaetween 9pm and 9.15pm.
Her body was placed inthe hospitalgaragebeing used as a makeshift mortyary
labelled“Number 1” and formally certified dead by Dr Stewart at 10.05pm.

John

Professor Mant’s post mortem report refers to John having suffered deep bruising,
fractures, penetrating wounds, lacerations, haemorrhagingerforated left
eardrum, a ruptured spleen and internal bleedihgse injuries were consistent
with the explosre device having been detonateddbn’s left. ProfessoMantalso
noted that John’s right chest was strapped with Elastoplastype dressingThiswas

an identifying marker noted by several witnesses at the sbefSe&ewart’s written

evidencedescribe hm focusing his attention on a male in thasemenwith
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White. This arrived between 9.20pm and 9.25pmil John’s body was placed in
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9.2

Were the bombings or the daths foreseeable or preventable?

As | havealreadymentioned, Professor Hennessey gave evidence that the Provisional IRA
considered “army pubs” to be military targets and had a policy of not giving advance

warnings in connection with attacks againstlstargets. Consistently with this, | have

seen a number of contemporaneous documents reporting that no warning was received
prior to the bombing. I also heard no evidence to suggest that a warning was given or that
the authorities had any advance intahge of the attack. For the avoidance of doubt, |

did not hear any evidence to suggest that any of the deceased, or indeed anyone else, was
individually or personally targeted on the night in question and there is no reason to think

they were or might havieeen.
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9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

England and West Germany. If there had been grounds to “lock down” the military bases
around Guildford, the same would have been true nationwide fzenckIneither seen nor
heard any evidence that would have justiBadh a draconiaandrestrictiveaction More
generally, military personnel are entitled to have time offtarsbcialise away from work
in the same way as anyone else and it is impottetthey are treated like responsible

adults and not segregated from their local communities.

Furthermore, | have found that the bomb in the Horse and Groom was planted after it
opened at 5.30pm or"®ctober 1974Theterrorists who did thisvould have been able

to confirm for themselves that a large number of youngstexsognisable as soldiers

were in the pubefore planting their bomliad local military personnel been banned from

or advised against frequenting the Horse and Groom or doing $Saturday nights, the
terrorists would have observétht there were none presamidwould have planted their

bomb atanother timeor at anotheplace instead.

Finally under this heading, | heard some relatively limited evidence about thetysecuri
systems, precautions and training in place to help protect military personnel from security
threats posed by, amongst others, the Provisional IRA.

Lieutenant ColonelScott Innes Staff Officer Grade Ifor Security at Headquarters
RegionalCommandgave helpful evidenceHe explaired the (understandable) dearth of
surviving documentaryMOD materials about these matters (more than 95%hef
department’s records from the early 1970s have since been destroyetipandinedthe
“BIKINI” security alert system and the provisions of the Manual of Army Secguvhich

were in place in 1974.

Colonel Innes candidly emphasised that he could attest to the theoretical existence of these
measures, but not their practical application by any particu
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Fleming, who was badly injured in the bombing and left the aafter completing her
recovery, and Mrs Wood, who left the army after completing her basic training, were both

clear that they did not have any such training.

9.12 A similar picture emerged from the evidence of the male military witnelsaes. unable
to trace anyseniorofficers serving at Pirlboght at the time to give evidence about the
general training and security regimeshe Guards Depdbut | did hear from more junior
personnel serving with a variety of units and based at Pirbright, Brunexamidrsiey
and BordonMost of hose whowent on toservewith the army for any length of time
tended to be confident that they had been trained in protective security and the threat posed
by the Provisional IRA. For example, Brian Calvert was a PrivateeifiRoyal Hampshire
Regiment who had been in the army for four years by the time of the bombing, including
two tours in Northern Ireland, and he clearly remembered regular trainihgt&ind.

9.13 By contrastStepherCoopera new recruito the Scots Guards in the same intakBitg
and John, who left the army shortly after the bombing, did not recall and did not think
there had been any secusiglated elements to their training. Mr Coopgeave carefuand
considerecevidenceand maddehe compelling point that if he had been given training
about the threat from terrorists he would have recalled and made a “mental connection”
with it after being blown up by the IRA. Others in that same intake gave similar evidence.
Brian Scanlananothe Scots Guard recruit based at Pirbright, who was further into his
basic training at the time and who also left the army shortly after the bombing, said much
the sameRobert Noddle, then a recruit to the Royal Household Cavalry, who stayed in
the army formnother five and a half yeaedsocould not recall any securiglated training
or instructions while he was at Pirbright and said this came later when he got to the
Combermere Barracks in Windsor.

9.14 On balance] find it likely that mostrecruitsat QEB and Pirbrightvere given some
training about securitthreats andwarenesduring the course of their basic trainjgit
unlikely that this wasalwaysdone within the first month of their arrival or, therefore,
before they were firstallowed toleavethear camp and socialise with other military

personnel in civilinsocials
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Paragraph 8(5) of Schedule 1 to tGeroners and Justice A@O09 provides that a
determination in an inquest resumed followandpomicide trial may not be inconsistent
with its outcome However the acquittal of the Guildford Four on appeal does not detract
from the uncontested fact that each ofdbeeasetvasmurderedy one or morenembers

or supporters of thBrovisional IRA

10.3 That said, | do not thinkhortform conclusion®f unlawful killing would properly reflect
or do justice to the importance thfe facts of this caséccordingly,| shall incorporate
Box 3 into Box 4of eachRecord of Inquestvhich will consist ofa narrative(adapted as
appropriate)that refers tounlawful killing, but better encapsulates the fadcfswhat

happened.

10.4 | shall referto “terrorists” in the plural because | have found it likely that the bomb was
planted by a “courting couple” asreferred to by a number of withess&ven that two
bombs were planted in two pubs in tandem it is, of course, likely thav#nallconspiracy

involved more than just twimdividuals

11 Entries on eachRecord of Inquest

11.1 Paul Caig:

Box 1: Mr Paul John Craig.

Box 2: la. Blast injuries.

Box 3: See Box 4.

Box 4: Paul Craig was unlawfully killed in the Horse and Groom Public

House, North Street, Guildford on Saturday 5" October 1974 after
being struck by the blast from a powerful time-bomb planted by
Provisional Irish Republican Army terrorists. The bomb contained
approximately 4% kilograms of nitroglycerine-based high explosive
and had been planted under a bench seat in the public house
sometime after it opened at 5.30pm that evening. Mr Craig was
sitting with friends on the bench seat when the bomb exploded,
without warning, at approximately 8.50pm. As a result, he suffered
very serious blast injuries from which he died almost immediately.
Mr Craig was one of five young people killed by the bomb: none of
them was targeted personally, rather the public house and the area
in which they were sitting were targeted because they were popular,
and crowded, with military personnel.

Box 5: (a) 6" October 1952, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire.
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(b) Paul Craig.
(c) Male.

).

(e) 5th
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Box 1:
Box 2:
Box 3:
Box 4:

Box 5:

Private Ann Ray Higgins Murray Hamilton.
la Blast injuries.
See Box 4.

Ann Hamilton was unlawfully killed in the Horse and Groom Public
House, North Street, Guildford on Saturday 5" October 1974 after
being struck by the blast from a powerful time-bomb planted by
Provisional Irish Republican Army terrorists. The bomb contained
approximately 4% kilograms of nitroglycerine-based high explosive
and had been planted under a bench seat in the public house
sometime after it opened at 5.30pm that evening. Private Hamilton
was sitting with friends on the bench seat when the bomb exploded,
without warning, at approximately 8.50pm. As a result, she suffered
very serious blast injuries from which she died sometime between
9pm and 9.15pm. She fell into the basement cellar of the public
house after the floor collapsed and died there before she could be
lifted out. Private Hamilton was one of five young people killed by
the bomb: none of them was targeted personally, rather the public
house and the area in which they were sitting were targeted because
they were popular, and crowded, with military personnel.

(a) 18" March 1955, Crewe, Cheshire.
(b) Ann Hamilton.

(c) Female.

(d).

(e) 5" October 1974, Horse and Groom Public House, North Street,
Guildford, Surrey.

(f)
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Box 5:

11.5 Caroline Slater:

Box 1:
Box 2:
Box 3:
Box 4:

sometime between 9pm and 9.15pm. He fell into the basement cellar
of the public house after the floor collapsed and was lifted out and
placed by the roadside where he died while attempts were made to
save him. Guardsman Hunter was one of five young people killed
by the bomb: none of them was targeted personally, rather the
public house and the area in which they were sitting were targeted
because they were popular, and crowded, with military personnel.

(a) 1% April 1957, Barrhead, East Renfrewshire.
(b) John Hunter.
(c) Male.

(d).
(e) 5" October 1974, Horse and Groom Public House, North Street,
Guildford, Surrey.

(f) Guardsman in the Scots Guards, 11 Kerr Street, Barrhead,
Renfrewshire, Scotland.

Private Caroline Jean Slater.
la Blast injuries.
See Box 4.

Caroline Slater was unlawfully killed in the Horse and Groom
Public House, North Street, Guildford on Saturday 5" October
1974 after being struck by the blast from a powerful time-bomb
planted by Provisional Irish Republican Army terrorists. The bomb
contained approximately 4% kilograms of nitroglycerine-based
high explosive and had been planted under a bench seat in the
public house sometime after it opened at 5.30pm that evening.
Private Slater was sitting with friends on the bench seat when the
bomb exploded, without warning, at approximately 8.50pm. As a
result, she suffered very serious blast injuries from which she died
sometime between 8.55pm and 9.15pm. She fell into the basement
cellar of the public house after the floor collapsed and died there
before she could be lifted out.
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(e) 5" October 1974, Horse and Groom Public House, North Street,
Guildford, Surrey.

(f) Private in the Women’s Royal Army Corps, 35 Princess Street,
West Chadsmoor, Cannock, Staffordshire.

Before closing the inquesti would
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