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nursery classes and school sixth forms. The table below shows National Funding 

Formula (NFF) schools funding plus schools supplementary grant for year R to 11. 

Table: NFF plus schools supplementary grant 2022/23 

NFF and schools 
supplementary grant funding 

2021/22 
£m 

2022/23 (July 
2021) £m 

2022/23 (Dec 
2021) £m 

NFF schools DSG 721.978 740.168 745.811 

Schools supplementary grant 0 0 20.253 

Total 721.978 740.168 766.064 

 

NFF schools block, including schools supplementary grant 

The 2022/23 DfE funding rates per pupil for the NFF schools block remain the same 

as announced in July. There is a 3% increase in most funding factors and a 2% 

increase in funding floor and minimum per pupil level, making an approximate 2.6% 

increase in average funding per pupil in Surrey. However, as usual, schools on 

minimum funding guarantee will see a smaller percentage increase per pupil, and in 

2022/23, schools receiving extra funding to reach the minimum per pupil funding 

level will also see a smaller increase.  

The overall increase in funding, compared to that announced in July, is largely due to 

an increase in pupil numbers, with associated costs.  

Mainstream schools will also receive an additional “schools supplementary grant”, 

distributed to individual schools using a formula specified by the DfE, which adds an 

average of 3% per pupil to the funding of mainstream schools, making a combined 

average increase of 5.6% per pupil. The additional grant is meant to fund cost 

pressures which were not known in July, including the health and social care levy.  

Maintained nursery schools/classes 
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The proposed minimum funding guarantee level remains at 2%. Proposals for the 

formula are summarised in the annex. 

The increase in formula cost (before ceiling) is due largely to increased incidence of 

deprivation (free school meals and ever 6 FSM) between 

formula 
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increase in the “import export” deduction, due to an increase in the net number of 

Surrey pupils educated in special schools outside Surrey (ie exports less imports).  

Proposals for inflation funding for special schools are described in a separate paper. 

Early years block 

Early years block funding rates for 2022/23 were announced in November 2021 and 

have not changed since then. Early years funding will be amended during the year 

based on January 2022 and January 2023 census data, but the hourly DfE funding 

rates will not change. There are no changes to proposals for early years funding in 

Surrey compared to those discussed at the October meeting, although the exact 

rates will depend on an assessment of affordability once Jan 2022 census data is 

known. 

Reminder of the role of Schools Forum in respect of DSG 

The Forum has the right to: 

¶ Approve the level of the growth fund budget (item 6) 

¶ Be consulted on the proposed schools funding formula (final decision is for 

the local authority) (as above) 

 

Recommendations 

That the Schools Forum supports the use of a ceiling on per pupil gains (estimated 

at 3.92%) and use of full NFF factors (except that lump sum is increased and basic 

entitlement reduced, as agreed in October and as shown in the annex). 

That the Forum notes the proposed use of growth fund surplus to replace the historic 
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Supplementary material issued 14 January: Low prior attainment in infant 

schools
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The impact on the number of schools on the ceiling is limited (although many are 

different schools)  However, fewer schools have large ceiling deductions if the 

historic data is used (those which still do are largely schools on sparsity, because 

there has been a large increase in sparsity funding between 2021/22 and 2022/23) 

 

Number of schools where 
reduction is: 

Primary 
Infant  LPA 
county avg 
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Annex 

Changes in incidence of additional need between 2020/21, 2021/22 and 2022/23 

(Additional need factors used in the National Funding Formula) 

Percentage 
of pupils 
qualifying 

Primary 
2020/21 

Primary 
2021/22 

Primary 
2022/23 

Secondary 
2020/21 

Secondary 
2021/22 

Secondary 
2022/23 

FSM 9.56% 11.61% 13.11% 8.11% 9.74% 11.29% 

Ever 6 
FSM 12.92% 13.12% 14.14% 15.62% 14.73% 14.88% 

Low prior 
attainment 24.74% 22.37% 21.50% 18.38% 19.03% 18.80% 

EAL3 8.28% 7.94% 8.37% 1.56% 1.46% 1.60% 

FSM=free school meals 

EAL3 means pupils with English as an additional language who have been in the 

English school system in year R or above for fewer than three years. 

Final formula proposals 2022/23: summary 

Comparison of 2021 and 2022/23 2021/22 2022/23 

Formula factors as % of NFF 100.12% 100.00% 

Minimum funding guarantee 2.0% 2.0% 

Ceiling n/a 3.92% (est) 

Minimum per pupil level Full
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Item 6 

Surrey Schools Forum 
14 January 2022 
For approval 
Lead: David Green  
 

Growing schools fund update 2021/22 and 2022/23 

This paper provides an update on the growing schools fund for 2021/22 and 

proposes updated growing schools fund estimates for 2022/23. The Forum is asked 

to approve the proposed budget for 2022/23. 

Background 

The growing schools fund provides funding for additional classes entering schools in 

September 2022 where additional capacity is required, either via an increase in PAN 

or addition of bulge classes.  The Forum has the right of approval of the budget and 
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Table:  Estimated growing schools costs for 2021/22 and 2022/23 

 

Growing schools budget 2020/21 
outturn 
£000s 

2021/22 
estimated 
Jan 2021 
£000s 

2021/22 
Latest 
estimate 
£000s 

2022/23 
Initial 
estimate 
£000s 

New bulge classes/permanent PAN 
increases primary 

660 1,080 720 628 

Resources for new primary classes 176 80 88 76 

Protected vacancies in existing bulge 
classes 

797 886 914 518 

Missing year groups (diseconomies 
of scale) 

69 73 73 81 

Secondary schools exceeding/raising 
PAN 

1,673 1,970 1,970 2,183 

Others (possible commitments) 0 45 0 294 

Pre opening costs of wholly new 
schools 

50 50 0 0 

Total required 3,425 4,094 3,764 3,780 

Budget available 4,428 4,095 4,095 4,341 

Available budget is calculated as 
follows: 
Estimated DFE growth allocation 

5,556 4,716 4,716 4,891 

Less cost of average pupil number 
growth 

1,137 621 621 550 

Net available 4,418 4.095 4.095 4,341 

Surplus 993 0 331 561 

 

Recommendation 

That the Forum agrees the proposed growing schools budget for 2022/23, as shown 

above 
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