The Surrey Schools Forum

Constitution of the Surrey Schools Forum

This Constitution is updated on a regular basis to incorporate new Department for
Education (DfE)
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The Surrey Schools Forum

1 Background & Purpose

Overview
1.1 The Government requires that each local authority (LA) maintains a Schools
Forum to represent the views of schools and other stakeholders on matters
relating to the total Schools’ Budget. The Schools’ Budget includes delegated
budgets to schools and funding for private voluntary and independent (PVI’s)
nurseries, plus a number of functions relating largely to the provision of support for

pupils with special educational needs (SEN), out-County and independent SEN
placements.

Consultation
1.2 Regulations require the LA to consult the Schools Forum on:
Issues relating to the management of the Schools Budget, including:
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1.8 There is a duty placed on all members of the Schools Forum to seek views from
other groups and to facilitate feedback arrangements.

1.9 While members of a Schools Forum are representatives of their specific sector or


















Free Schools are treated as academies for the purpose of School Forum
membership

The nomination process must:

f  be agreed and ratified by a majority of all the governing/proprietor
bodies of Academies within Surrey.

f If an election for an Academy representative does not take place by
any date set by the LA or an election results in a tie between one or
more candidates, the LA must appoint the member to the Forum
instead.
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NON-SCHOOLS MEMBERS

4.10 The LA appoints non-school members to the Surrey Schools Forum on the
recommendation of the following nominating bodies:

Non-School Representative: Nominating Body:
Early Years / PVI Early Years Phase council
Post-16 FE Provider 16-19 FE Providers with 20% of students residing in

Surrey (excludes schools)

Diocesan Board of Education Diocese of Guildford

Roman Catholic Diocese Diocese of Arundel & Brighton, Catholic Schools

Service

Special Educational Needs Family Voice Surrey

Trade Unions (1) Nominated by the Education Joint Committee (EJC)

(Usually the Chair of the EJC)

Trade Unions (2) Nominated by the Education Joint Committee
SUBSTITUTES

4.11 Substitutes are employed as follows:
A substitute member can attend a meeting of the Schools Forum if the full
member, for whom they act as substitute, cannot attend that meeting.
Substitutes have full voting rights when taking the place of a full member at
the meeting.

It is the responsibility of the full member to arrange for an elected substitute
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Substitutes for Non-School Members

4.13 In the event that a Non-School representative should be unable to attend a
meeting, the nominating body may provide a named substitute to attend in their
place.

WORKING GROUPS

4.14 The Schools Forum may set up working groups to discuss specific issues and to
provide draft advice or recommendations to the Forum. Working groups need not
be limited to Schools Forum members as wider representation and expertise is
often desirable in such instances.

5 Further Information

5.1 The Schools Forum has been established in response to statutory requirements.
The constitution may be amended from time to time to address changes in
regulations; the distribution of pupil numbers between maintained schools and
academies or other issues identified by the LA. The final decision on proposed
amendments to the Surrey Schools Forum Constitution rests with Surrey County
Council.

5.2 Additional information relating to the Surrey Schools Forum can be found on the
Schools Forum pages of the Surrey County Council website. (This can be found
via www.surreycc.gov.uk. and search for “Schools Forum”.

5.3 Alist of the current members of the Schools Forum is maintained on the above
website.
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