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Introduction 
The Land Drainage Act 1991, s.23 (“the 1991 Act”) provides that as the relevant authority, Surrey 
County Council (“SCC”) consent is required to build a culvert or structure (for example, a weir) 
which may affect the flow of water in any ordinary watercourse in Surrey: a river, stream, brook, 
ditch, drain, culvert, pipe and any other passage through which water may flow which is not 
designated as Main River, and it does not have to be recorded on a map to be an ordinary 
watercourse - and is commonly not.   

Land Drainage consent for such works is obtained from SCC through submission of an Ordinary 
Watercourse Consent (“OWC”) application.  

This guidance has been prepared to help applicants avoid delays caused by incomplete or 
incorrectly completed OWC applications.  If you are unsure about anything contained in this 
document

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://environment.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=17cd53dfc524433980cc333726a56386
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://gridreferencefinder.com/
https://gridreferencefinder.com/




 

In some instances where works may have a significant impact this information could be provided 
as an environmental or ecological statement. Smaller scale works a method statement or similar 
could be produced to satisfy this requirement.  

Are the proposed works within a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or 
similar restricted area (within 2km)? 
A SSSI is a conservation designation designed to protect areas of land or water that are 
considered particularly valuable due to their wildlife, geology or landform features, and often 
encompass habitats such as grasslands, parkland, woodland, and some are home to ancient 
woodland and trees.  Land within a SSSI must be managed effectively and appropriately to 
conserve its special features and work towards achieving or maintaining a favourable 

https://surreycc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3d9bbb5e659b4078bb1cae0112ccbead&


 

Other Files 
For more complex proposed works, additional information may aid our assessment of the 



 

 
 

Appendix 1 
EIA 

Certain types of development that require planning consent (listed in Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 
of the Town & Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (Statutory 
Instrument 2011 No. 1824)), require an EIA before any planning application can be determined. 
In determining whether an EIA is required consideration is given to the potential effects of the 
scheme on air quality, climate, soils, water, plants, animals and biodiversity, heritage assets, 
material assets, landscape and human health. 
 
Under specific circumstances, some 



 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

These Regulations are UK domestic law transposing the land and marine aspects of the Habitats 
Directive 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/introduction/made
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/ramsar-sites/
https://www.ramsar.org/
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences
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