
 
Section 19s – frequently asked questions 

 

Why was there widespread flooding in Surrey in 2013/14?  
4XLWH�VLPSO\��WKH�PDLQ�FDXVH�RI�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�IORRGLQJ�DFURVV�6XUUH\�ZDV�WKH�H[FHSWLRQDO�
DQG�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�DPRXQW�RI�UDLQIDOO�WKDW�IHOO�RYHU�WKH�PRQWKV�RI�'HFHPEHU��-DQXDU\�DQG�
)HEUXDU\����������ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�LQVWDQFHV�RI�IORRGLQJ�IURP�VXUIDFH�ZDWHU��JURXQG�
ZDWHU�DQG�IOXYLDO��ULYHU�ZDWHUFRXUVH��VRXUFHV���
�

What is a Section 19 report?  
$�6HFWLRQ����UHSRUW�LV�D�UHSRUW�WKDW�D�/HDG�/RFDO�)ORRG�$XWKRULW\�PXVW�SXEOLVK�DIWHU�EHFRPLQJ�
DZDUH�RI�D�IORRG�HYHQW�WKDW�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�LQ�LWV�DUHD��7KLV�LV�UHTXLUHG�XQGHU�WKH�)ORRG�DQG�
:DWHU�0DQDJHPHQW�$FW��������DQG�LW�PXVW�LQYHVWLJDWH�ZKLFK�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�
KDG�UHOHYDQW�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�IXQFWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�IORRG�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�KDYH�H[HUFLVHG��
RU�SODQ�WR�H[HUFLVH��WKRVH�IXQFWLRQV��
�

Who are the risk management authorities?  
� 7KH�(QYLURQPHQW�$JHQF\�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�ULVN�IURP�PDLQ�ULYHUV��UHVHUYRLUV��

HVWXDULHV�DQG�WKH�VHD���
� 6XUUH\�&RXQW\�&RXQFLO��DV�/HDG�/RFDO�)ORRG�$XWKRULW\��LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�

ULVN�RI�IORRGLQJ�IURP�VXUIDFH�ZDWHU��JURXQGZDWHU�DQG�RUGLQDU\�ZDWHUFRXUVHV��2UGLQDU\�
ZDWHUFRXUVHV�DUH�DOO�ULYHUV�DQG�VWUHDPV�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�µPDLQ�ULYHUV¶���





Do the Section 19 reports hold risk management authorities to account or 
apportion blame for the cause of the floods?  

mailto:flooding.enquiries@surreycc.gov.uk
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