Section 19s — frequently asked questions

Why was there widespread flooding in Surrey in 2013/147

4XWH VIPSI\ KH PDLQ FDXVH RI IKH ZLGHVSUHDG 10RRGLQJ DFURVV 6XWH\ ZDV IIKH H[FHSILRQD0
DQG XQSUHFHGHQIHG DPRXQI RI UDLQIDN KD IHW RYHU WKH PRQIKV RI *HFHPEHU -DQXDU\ DQG
YHEUXDU\ ZKIFK 1Q IXUQ UHVXIIHG LQ LQVIDQFHV RI IRRGLQJ IURP VXUIDFH ZDWHU JURXQG
ZDIHU DQG [0XYLD) ULYHU ZDIHUFRXUVH VRXUFHV

What is a Section 19 report?

$ 6HFILRQ  UHSRUI'LY D UHSRUI IKDW D /ZHDG /RFDI )IRRG $XIKRUIN PXVIl SXEILVK DIYHU EHFRPLQJ
DZDUH RI D NRRG HYHQW WKDW KDV IDNHQ SIDFH LQ LIV DUHD 7KLV LV UHTXWHG XQGHU IIKH )IRRG DQG
= DIHU ODQDJHPHQ! $FI DQG W PXWI'LQYHVILIDIH ZKLFK UlVN PDQDJHPHQW DXIKRUILHV
KDG UHIHYDQW ULVN PDQDJIHPHQI IXQFILRQV GXULQJ IIKH 10RRG DQG ZKHIKHU WIKH\ KDYH H[HUFLVHG
RU SIDQ IR H[HUFLVH IIKRVH IXQFILRQV

Who are the risk management authorities?
7KH (QYWRQPHQI $IHQF\ LV UHVSRQVLENH IRU PDQDJLQJ ULVN IURP PDLQ ULYHWV UHVHUYRLWY
HVIXDULHV DQG KH VHD
6XUWH\ &RXQIN &RXQFW DV /HDG /RFD) )IRRG $XIKRUIN LV UHVSRQVLEH IRV PDQDJLQJ IKH
UVN RI IIRRGLQJ IURP VXUIDFH ZDIHU JURXQGZDIHU DQG RUGLQDU\ ZDIHUFRXUHV 2UGLQDU\
ZDIHUFRXUVHV DUH DI ULYHWV DQG VIUHDPV ZKLFK DUH QR GHVLIQDIHG DV jPDLQ ULYHUVS



Do the Section 19 reports hold risk management authorities to account or
apportion blame for the cause of the floods?
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